Writing Questions for My I-Search Paper: Think it Through
Name: ______________________________                             Topic _______________________________
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Step 1: Determining if Your Topic is Researchable
1. Identify A Topic.

a. State your topic idea as a question. For example, if you are interested in finding out about child labor, you might pose the question, “Is there or has there ever been child labor in the United States?"

b. Identify the main concepts or keywords in your question. In this case they are Child labor and United States.
2.  Test Your Topic.

a. Test the main concepts or keywords in your topic by looking them up in the appropriate background sources or by using them as search terms.

b. * If you are finding too much information and too many sources, narrow your topic by using the ‘and’ operator: child labor and United States, for example.

c. * Finding too little information may indicate that you need to broaden your topic. For example, look for information on child labor throughout the world, rather than just the United States. Link synonymous search terms with or: child labor or child exploitation. Using truncation with search terms also broadens the search and increases the number of items you find
3.   Finding Background Information

a. Once you have identified the main topic and keywords for your research, find one or more sources of background information to read. These sources will help you understand the broader context of your research and tell you in general terms what is known about your topic. The most common background sources are encyclopedias and dictionaries. Class textbooks also provide background information.

b. TIP: EXPLOIT BIBLIOGRAPHIES - Read the background information and note any useful sources (books, journals, magazines, etc.) listed in the bibliography at the end of the encyclopedia article or dictionary entry. The sources cited in the bibliography are good starting points for further research.

c. Write down these sources in your notes to build a list of possible resources. Remember that many of the books and articles you find will themselves have bibliographies. Check these bibliographies for additional useful resources for your research. By using this technique of routinely following up on sources cited in bibliographies, you can generate a surprisingly large number of books and articles on your topic in a relatively short time.
Step 2: Developing A Research Question

1. Consider Your Readers

a. Try this freewrite exercise. Pull out a piece of paper and brainstorming a response to the following questions. While freewriting your answers to the following questions, keep the needs and interests of your readers in mind: 

i. Why will my readers care about this issue?

ii. What will my readers want or need to know about this issue?

iii. What do my readers already know about this issue?

iv. What do I want my readers to learn about the issue?

v. If I am trying to persuade my readers of something, how easily will they be persuaded?

2.  Select a Role

a. Consider what role you will primarily adopt throughout the research—such as reporter, advocator, or educator—as a writer. Essentially, you need to consider how the different roles would allow you to accomplish your purpose as a writer. Below is a list of three possible roles. These roles are not mutually exclusive—you might adopt one role or another at different points in the paper.

i.  The Most likely roles would be

1. Advocate – a person who speaks for and promotes a point of view often for those who cannot speak for themselves, but not necessarily 
2. Reporter – a person who presents the information that exists, keeping bias to a minimum
3. Educator – a person who is presenting information for the purpose of educating their audience about a specific topic
3.  Generate Potential Research Questions

a. Read your freewrite and identify main curiosities that hold your interest. Then consider your readers and the possible roles you might adopt. Begin drafting possible research questions. Use the words what, why, when, where, who, and how as starting points for your questions. You might also use the words would, should, or could.

4.  Select a Primary Research Question

a. After you review the information from the first three steps, begin to group your questions into like categories. For example some questions might reference the politics of an issue, while others might address the economics. This will help you to identify your main area of interest concerning your topic. Draft a guiding research question, one that will get to the heart of what you would like to learn about your topic. Your guiding research question will most likely be a combination of at least two categories. 

5.  Narrow or Broaden the Scope of Your Research Question

a. Narrowing a broad question: The trick to writing a good guiding question is to write a question that is neither too narrow nor too broad. For example, “What are the causes of World War II?” would be too broad a guiding question. However, “What political factors led to the American involvement in World War II?” helps to narrow the focus of your research. To narrow a broad guiding question, try adding a limitation such as location, industry, time, or political, social, or economic factors.

b. Broadening a narrow question: Narrow questions do not allow for much research.  For example, “Who invented the radio?” is easily answered in one or two sentences. A researchable question might be “How did radio change the face of America in the 20th century?”
6.  Get approval 
a. Dr. Bruno must approve your guiding research question before you begin your What I Want to Know section

DEVELOPING A RESEARCH QUESTION: Worksheet

1. Freewrite: (Consider Your Readers)
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Select a Role: (circle one):
Advocate

Reporter

Educator

3.  Generate Potential Research Questions: (a minimum of 10)
1. _____________________________________________________________________
2. _____________________________________________________________________
3. _____________________________________________________________________
4. _____________________________________________________________________
5. _____________________________________________________________________
6. _____________________________________________________________________
7. _____________________________________________________________________
8. _____________________________________________________________________
9. _____________________________________________________________________
10. _____________________________________________________________________
11. _____________________________________________________________________
12. _____________________________________________________________________
4.  Identifiable categories:

1. ____________________________
3.     _________________________________

2. ____________________________
4.     _________________________________

5. Select a Primary Question: 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Narrow the Scope of Your Research Question: (Take your time here – this will make or break your research. Review the questions above and identify categories {i.e. political, social, economic issues). Think about limitations that would help frame and control your search {i.e. location - U.S as opposed to the world). Using these broader categories and as well as these limitations, try to craft a question that frames your research well, giving you enough to research, but not too much!) This is very difficult and I will certainly help, but not until you’ve given it your best shot :o)!
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7.  Dr. Bruno’s Approval: (And the Primary Guiding Question is . . . (drum roll, please :o)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________









__________________

  Dr. Bruno’s initials










     Student initials
